British Millionaires, 1809-1949 


THAT THE SUBJECT of great wealth and its possessors is of enormous 
interest to many people is obvious. When, for example, the Spectator 
published in 1872 a list of many of the fortunes proved at £250,000 or more 
during the previous ten years, its editor remarked in the next issue: 


Perhaps the most noteworthy fact about the list of millionaires (sic) we published 
last week was the interest it excited. People who rarely read anything spelled over 
that long, closely-printed column of names and figures as if they expected somehow 
to find a notice within it of some legacy to themselves. ... We venture to say the list 
obtained more readers than the best essay on politics we ever issued, and that if we 
could publish a similar one of the living rich... our publishers would be unable 
to meet that day’s demand.! 


Yet despite the evident popularity of the subject, and its importance for 
British economic and social history, next to no research has been done in the 
field of top wealthholders.2 This is surely not for lack of historical sources. 
Modern Britain is blessed with a remarkably complete source of information 
about wealthholding in the probate records at Somerset House, and in 
Scotland and Ireland, and, before these records begin, in the records of 
the various ecclesiastical courts, particularly the prerogative courts of 
Canterbury and York. The list below is an attempt to fill in what is doubt- 
less the most important aspect of the topic to go unexplored. All fortunes 
proved at £1 m. or more between 1809 and 1949 are included, together with 
information about the leaver of each. 

For the period 1809 to 1858, this information has been abstracted from 
the indexes of the Canterbury and York prerogative courts,3 and from the 


1°The fascination of money’, Spectator, 23 Nov. 1872. 

2Previous research on aspects of this question has included J. Wedgwood, The 
Economics of Inheritance (1929) and C. D. Harbury, ‘ Inheritance and the distribution 
of personal wealth in Britain’, The Economics Journal (1962). See also the author’s 
“The decline of the Jewish influence in Britain: Jews among British top wealth- 
holders’, Jewish Social Studies, xxxiv (1972). 

There are, properly speaking, two distinct series of probate valuations, the probate 
calendars at Somerset House and elsewhere, which are open to public inspection, 
and the statistics of the Estate Duty Office of the Inland Revenue, which are closed to 
the public for 150 years. This second source, which begins in 1894, includes as 
part of its individual estate valuations those types of property, like settled realty 
prior to 1926, which are excluded from the valuations in the probate calendars. It is 
this source which forms the basis of the statistics of the Annual Reports of the 
Inland Revenue in the Parliamentary Papers. 

3At the Canterbury court these are known as Probate Act Books. They are now in 
the Public Record Office. 
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Lancashire local court.! The records begin in a usable form only in 1809, 
because prior to that time the Canterbury court records, by far the most 
important of the probate courts, did not give the specific value of estates 
sworn at £10,000 or more, merely recording them as ‘ Upper Value’ in each 
such entry. Beginning in 1809, however, this term was reserved for fortunes 
above £1 m., although some early millionaire estates were sworn in the style 
‘above £1,000,000’, rather than‘ Upper Value’. Estates worth lessthan£1m., 
but more than about £200,000, were sworn to the nearest £50,000 or 
£100,000. The records of the York and Lancashire courts which were 
consulted in this study gave the value of estates to a very exact figure from 
the eighteenth century, but comparatively few very large estates were sworn 
in these courts, and none at all at the millionaire level, and one imagines this 
to be the pattern for all other local probate courts as well. The estates of the 
great bulk of wealthy men prior to 1858 were sworn in London. 

Beginning on g January 1858 all wills and intestacies proved in England 
and Wales are to be found indexed in the printed probate calendars at the 
Principal Probate Registry at Somerset House. The Scottish probate 
calendars first appear in a printed form in 1876, although for the period 
1824-75 a series of manuscript indexes exists. Known as Series I.R. 9, these 
remain in the possession of the Inland Revenue and are closed to the 
researcher for 150 years. The author has, however, consulted them by special 
permission of the Inland Revenue. As with the local English records, they 
contain no millionaire estates, and very few above £500,000. It was not 
until the late nineteenth century that Scotsmen began to leave very large 
estates in any number. The Irish printed series begins in 1858, and con- 
tinues in much the same manner as the Somerset House calendars until 
superseded by the Northern Irish calendars in 1922. The author has not 
examined any manuscript calendars from an earlier period, and it is most 
unlikely, judging by the paucity of substantial fortunes in Ireland after 
1858, that any would be found prior to that time. 

Abstracting the names of the top wealthholders was done by hand for all 
those dying prior to 1900, and in this way a list of all fortunes worth £100,000 
or more was compiled. Some incomplete lists of large estates appear in 
secondary sources during the nineteenth century? but so little is known of 
this general field, and so slim are the sources, that the researcher is obliged to 
begin from scratch, working his way through the nineteenth-century 
probate indexes under his own steam. For the twentieth century, and 
blessedly so in view of the vast increase in the number of estates recorded 
in the printed calendars, annual comprehensive lists of the largest estates 


1The Lancashire court was one of several hundred local probate courts, not a 
prerogative court, whose records were consulted because it was thought likely they 
might contain instances of large estates. 

2In particular, the Illustrated London News ran a weekly ‘Wills and Bequests’ 
column between 1858 and 1914 that included, besides the values of many large 
estates proved recently, the terms of the will. Unfortunately, this column was never 
complete for very large estates. 
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have appeared in the Daily Mail Yearbook since 1900 (founded by Lord 
Northcliffe, who himself left £5 m.) and in daily newspapers. It would 
appear that these secondary sources are complete for estates at this level of 
wealth.! Before the Second World War, whenever an estate was subsequent- 
ly re-sworn at a value different from its original, the new value was entered 
in the calendars beside the old, and the size of the estate published in 
secondary sources is apt to be inaccurate whenever this occurs. For this 
reason, all fortunes given in the secondary sources as worth £250,000 or more 
were checked against the calendars for subsequent re-swearings. 

The list below must not be used without some basic qualifications about 
the types of property included in the valuation. Before 1898, the valuation 
consisted of the gross unsettled personalty (plus freeholds) only. Between 
1898 and 1925 it included, in addition to unsettled personalty, the value 
of unsettled land. Only in 1926 and thereafter is the value of settled land 
included. Thus the earlier figures must be read in the light of what is known 
about British landowning and its profitability. To the nineteenth-century 
lists of those enormously wealthy in personalty must be added the land- 
owners whose income is recorded in The Return of Owners of Land,? and if 
this is any guide, it is likely that until about 1890 more than half of all really 
wealthy men in England were landowners. 

A second general point of qualification is that these valuations do not 
include settled personalty unless such personalty ceases being in settlement 
at the death of that testator, and is hence in his absolute disposition. Further- 
more, the value of some property situated abroad is also excluded. This 
included real property situated abroad and personalty for which no deed 
or security existed, except in the books of a foreign state.3 But most foreign 
shares were counted as British property, as for instance American railway 
shares on Scottish inventories the author has examined.4 


1Cf, Professor Harbury’s study, cited above, in which he found only one estate of 
£500,000 or more for the two years whose large estates he examined (1956-7) which 
was listed in the probate calendars but not in The Times. Both The Times and the 
Daily Mail Yearbook are supplied with their data about large estates by a reporting 
agency. 

2J. Bateman, The Great Landowners of Great Britain and Ireland (1883), which 
collated the information in the Return, noted 39 landowners with gross annual 
incomes of £60,000 or more, and no fewer than 161 with annual rentals of £33,333 
or more, which, multiplied by the commonly-held formula of 33 years’ rental as 
equivalent to sales value, would be sufficient to bring such a landowner into the 
millionaire class, at least during the ‘Golden Age’ of British agriculture. The Return, 
as is well known, did not include London land or non-rated minerals. 

The valuations given in the case of millionaire landowners proved before 1898 
refer to their personalty only, and thereafter until 1926 include only their unsettled 
realty. It will be noted that most of these men were substantial mineral, dock and 
urban property owners, 

3T. Gwynne, The Law Relating to the Duties on Probates and Letters of Admini- 
stration in England (3rd edn., 1841), p. 25. 

4Scotland differs from England in that one may see the inventory drawn up by 
the executors at the time of a testator’s death, and these normally detail the holdings 
of the testator with great precision. 
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The valuations in the probate calendars are for the gross rather than the 
net worth of the estate. The difference between the two figures, consisting 
of personal debts and funeral expenses, averages between five and fifteen 
per cent of the gross value in the vast majority of cases. It is arguable that 
in any case the gross value is a better guide than the net to ascertaining the 
standard of living enjoyed by the testator, since his debts did not normally 
have to be repaid in a lump sum during his lifetime although they had to be 
totalled up by his executors, and in the meantime he had the enjoyment of 
the purchases they represented. It should also be noted that prior to 1881 
values were sworn in round numbers in the printed calendars at Somerset 
House in the style, e.g., ‘Effects under £600,000’. Thus some millionaire 
estates may have been worth slightly less. 

There is finally the matter of estate duty avoidance, about which much 
has been written. Although by the nature of this subject it is impossible to 
give authoritative information on the extent of such avoidance, there is a 
widespread feeling that in recent years estate duties have become a ‘volun- 
tary tax’ that few if any really rich people ever pay, and hence that the 
values of large estates recorded in the probate calendars must be hopelessly 
flawed. This may be an exaggerated view of the situation, but it is almost 
certainly the case that estate duties are more widely avoided than in the past, 
and are probably more easily avoided than any other British tax. It is largely 
for this reason that the list below ceases in 1949, and none of the more than 
150 millionaire estates proved thereafter has been included. 

A few words are in order about arrangement and style. Millionaires are 
listed under their year of death, in descending order of the size of estate. 
The figure in square brackets beside each year indicates the number of 
estates in the £500,000 to {1 m. range left by persons deceased in that year. 
Before 1859, the valuations are given as they appear in the calendars; 
thereafter, as they were printed, in thousands of pounds, to the nearest 
£1,000. Most relationships between wealthholders are indicated when 
they are not well known or self-evident. The term ‘not in trade’ indicates 
that the testator had no specific connection with the trade in which his 
family’s fortune was earned: doubtless there were many others on this list 
who were essentially rentiers, maintaining only the most nominal connec- 
tions with the family trade. Women and foreigners leaving millionaire 
estates are given separately in footnotes, by decade. In the case of women 
this was chiefly because of the lack of data, as well as the ambiguities of 
inheritance patterns in assigning a source of wealth to each. 

Family names have been given only for peers who made their fortunesina 
non-landed field, and for agricultural peers of the first creation. Only 
baronetcies have been indicated among knighthoods. The ‘disputed 
instances’ in Appendix B include a number of Scotsmen who left less than 
£1 m. according to the figures in the probate calendars, but more than £1 m. 
according to their Inventory of Good and Gear, and includes the various 
types of property not given in the calendar valuation. Also listed here are 
several foreigners who were credited in secondary sources with leaving 
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millionaire estates in Britain, but whose worth according to the probate 
calendars was far less or, in some cases, non-existent. Although the author 
is unclear as to precisely what these higher figures represent, it is likely that 
this was the total value of the foreigner’s estate in Britain and abroad, 
although the British portion was very small. 

No more is claimed for this list than that it is a reckoning of the largest 
estates ever left in Britain since 1809, with the exceptions and omissions 
noted above. It cannot contain the names of men who were once million- 
aires but died leaving far less, either through bankruptcy, excessive expendi- 
ture or philanthropic generosity. Nor is it a list of men who were popularly 
supposed to have been millionaires, nor for that matter of well-known or 
successful businessmen. But it is one hopes fair to say that the importance 
of such a list to the study of British economic and social history of the past 
century and a half is manifest. Many of the names on the list are unknown, 
even to specialists in economic history, but these individuals controlled as 
great a portion of Britain’s resources, and may have contributed as much to 
her development and decline as an economic power, as many a ‘household 
name’ of entrepreneurship. This list gives in addition information on 
wealthholding that is, within its limitations, objective and comprehensive. 
Important studies, such as of social mobility, religious affiliation, geographic 
distribution and political connection may flow from a comprehensive list 
of this kind, especially if it is extended to include all those leaving, say, 
£200,000 or more. At the end of the day, the very rich may cease to be what 
they are now, a class of invisible men—that gap in our social histories be- 
tween the landed and titled aristocrats and Mr. Pooter. 


W. D. RUBINSTEIN 


APPENDIX 
A. British Millionaires, 1809-1949 


1810 [0]! 
Hon. Henry Cavendish (1731-1810) grandson, 2nd duke of Devonshire 
‘Upper Value’ 
Richard Crawshay (1739-1810) ironmaster ‘Upper Value’ 
William, 4th duke of Queensberry (1724-1810) landowner ‘Upper Value’ 
1827 [4] 
Philip Rundell (1754-1827) goldsmith ‘Above £1,000,00072 


1The number of estates in the £500,000 to £1 m. range is given in these brackets. 
For those years in which there were no millionaire estates, the number of estates in 
the £500,000 to £1 m. class were: 1809, 1; 1811-16, 0; 1817, 1; 1818, 2; 1819, 2; 
1820, 1; 1821, 3; 1822, 1; 1823, 4; 1824, 1; 1825, 2; 1826, 1; 1828, 1; 1829, 0; 1830, 1; 
1831, 1; 1832-3, 0; 1834, 5; 1835, 2; 1837, 2; 1838, 2; 1839, 1; 1840, 4; 1841, 2; 
1844, 0; 1845, 2; 1846, 0; 1847, 1; 1848, 0; 1850, 1; 1851, 1; 1852, 0; 1853, 5; 
1854, 3; 1855, 1; 1856, 1; 1858, 5; 1860, 3; 1863, 3; 1866, 7; 1882, 5; 1932, 15. 

2According to The Times of 21 Feb. 1827, Rundell’s fortune was £1,200,000. 
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1830 [0] 
Sir Robert Peel, rst Bt. (1750-1830) cotton manufacturer “Upper Value’! 
1833 [0] 
George, 1st duke of Sutherland (1758-1833) land, mineral and canal owner 
‘Upper Value’ 
1836 [0] 

William Hollond (d. 1836) Bengal civil servant ‘£1,000,000” 
Nathan M. Rothschild (1777-1836) merchant banker ‘Upper Value’ 
1842 [1] 

William, 1st duke of Cleveland (1766-1842) mineral and landowner 

‘£,1,000,000’ 
1843 [0] 

Richard Arkwright (1755-1843) cotton manufacturer ‘Above {£1,000,000” 
1849 [4] 

William J. Denison (1770-1849) banker ‘Upper Value’2 
1855 [1] 

Thomas Cubitt (1788-1855) builder ‘Upper Value’ 
1857 [3] 

James Morrison (1789-1857) wholesale draper and warehouseman; merchant 

banker ‘Above £1 million’? 
1859 [2] 


Sir Isaac L. Goldsmid, rst Bt. (1778-1859) bullion broker 
‘Above £1 million’4 


1861 [2] 

George, 2nd duke of Sutherland (1786-1861) landowner; railway investor £1,000 
1862 [2] 

Duncan Dunbar (1804-62) shipowner £1,500 
1864 [4] 

William Baird (1796-1864) ironmaster £2,000 
Hudson Gurney (1775-1864) banker £1,100 
1865 [3] 

Richard Thornton (1776-1865) insurance broker; Baltic merchant; shipowner 

£2,800 
1867 [5] 
William Crawshay (1788-1867) ironmaster £2,000 


1Peel’s fortune was generally estimated at the time of his death at about £ 1,500,000. 
His son, the prime minister, left £400,000 in personalty. 

2Denison’s fortune is given as £2,300,000, including real property worth £600,000, 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine (1849). 

3Morrison was probably the richest commoner of the 19th century, leaving 
between £4m. and £6m. at his death. He was head of the Fore Street textile ware- 
house in the City and a substantial merchant banker in America. His sons Charles 
(d. 1909) and Walter (d. 1921) and grandson Hugh (d. 1931) appear on this list. 

4Goldsmid’s personal fortune was about £2 m., according to the Illustrated 
London News of 11 June 1859. 
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1868 [6] 
Samuel Eyres (1793-1868) woollen manufacturer £1,200 
Sir Benjamin L. Guinness, 1st Bt. (1798-1868) brewer £1,100 
Sir William Abdy, 7th Bt. (1779-1868) urban property and landowner £1,000 
1869 [4] 
Samuel Scott (1807-69) banker £1,400 
Thomas Fielden (1791-1869) cotton manufacturer £1,300 
William H. Forman (1794-1869) ironmaster and iron merchant £1,100 
1870 [7] 
Thomas Brassey (1805—70) railway contractor £3,200 
1871 [7] 
Giles Loder (1786-1871) Russia merchant £2,900 
1872 [13] 
Sir David Baxter, rst Bt. (1793—1872) linen manufacturer £1,100 
1873 [4] 
Thomas Baring (1800~73) merchant banker £1,447! 
Francis Wright (1806-73) ironmaster; colliery proprietor £1,400 
George C. Glyn, rst Baron Wolverton (1797-1873) banker and railway financier 
£1,000 
1874 [7] 

Baron Mayer A. de Rothschild (1818-74) merchant banker £2,100 
Edward R. Langworthy (1796-1874) cotton manufacturer £1,200 
1875 [10] 

Joseph Love (1795-1875) colliery proprietor £1,000 
1876 [8] 

Sir Anthony N. de Rothschild (1810-76) merchant banker £1,800 
James Baird (1802~76) ironmaster2 £1,200 
1877 [6] 

John P. Heywood (1803—77) banker £1,900 
Viscount David de Stern (1807—77) merchant banker £1,000 
1878 [5] 

Lionel, 7th earl of Dysart (1794—1878) mineral and landowner £1,700 
Sir Francis H. Goldsmid, 2nd Bt. (1808-78) bullion broker {£1,000 
John Penn (1805-78) naval engineering contractor £1,000 
Richard T. West (1813~78) East India merchant £1,000 

1879 [8] 
Lionel N. de Rothschild (1808-79) merchant banker £2,'700 
William, 5th duke of Portland (1800—79) mineral, land and urban property owner 
£1,500 
John R. Mills (1797-1879) silk manufacturer and merchant £1,300 
Robert T. Crawshay (1817—79) ironmaster3 £1,200 


1Baring’s fortune was re-sworn at this precise figure after 1881. 
2Brother of William Baird (d. 1864). 
3Son of William Crawshay (d. 1867). 
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1880 [8] 
John M. Williams (1813-80) copper smelter £1,500 
Thomas Wrigley (1806-80) paper and cotton manufacturer; insurance broker 
£1,300 
Edward Mackenzie (1811-80) civil engineering contractor £1,000 
1881 [8] 

Andrew Jardine (1812-81) China merchant £1,371 
Francis Wise (1797—1881) distiller £1,018 
1883 [7] 

Samuel J. Loyd, 1st Baron Overstone (1796-1883) banker £2,119! 
George Wythes (1811-83) railway contractor £1,525 
Sir Henry Meux, znd Bt. (1817-83) brewer £1,312 
Thomas Coats (1809-83) sewing thread manufacturer £1,309 
Sir James Walker, rst Bt. (1803-83) landowner £1,131 
1884 [8] 

Michael T. Bass (1799-1884) brewer £1,830 
James Watney (1800-84) brewer £1,283 
William Foster (1821-84) worsted manufacturer £1,280 
1885 [8] 

James Fletcher (1807-85) foreign merchant and financier £1,400 
James Arthur (1819-85) export merchant £1,050 
William, rst earl of Dudley (1817-85) landowner £1,026 
1886 [8] 

James Watney (1832-86) brewer £1,309 
William Hodgson (1803-86) sugar refiner? £1,072 
1887 [14] 

Herman, Baron de Stern (1815-87) financier? £32545 
Hugh McCalmont (1809-87) stockbroker; foreign merchant £3,122 
Sir William Miller, rst Bt. (1809-87) Russia merchant £1,023 
1888 [9] 

John Rylands (1801-88) cotton manufacturer £2,575 
George C. Glyn, 2nd Baron Wolverton (1824-88) banker £1,826 
Sir William Pearce, 1st Bt. (1833-88) shipbuilder £1,084 
Sir John Hardy, 1st Bt. (1809-88) ironmaster £3,052 
1889 [10] 

Samuel Fielden (1814-89) cotton manufacturer £1,170 


1Qverstone also left land that had cost more than £3 m. to purchase, and was 
certainly one of the two or three richest businessmen of the 19th century. 

2] have been unable to discover Hodgson’s precise source of wealth. His father, 
Thomas Hodgson, was a sugar refiner who left £100,000 in 1841, but William appears 
to have lived the life of a country gentleman at Gilston Park, Herts. His brother 
John was a London solicitor who left £693,000 in 1882. His fortune went to his 
relative Edwin S. Bowlby (d. 1902). 

3Brother of Viscount David de Stern (d. 1877). Two other members of the 
Stern family to leave millionaire estates were Lord Wandsworth (d. 1912) and Lord 
Michelham (d. 1919). 
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I 9 
Christopher R. M. Talbot (1803-90) landowner! £1,399 
Nathaniel Clayton (1811—90) mechanical engineer £1,365 
Sir Richard Wallace, 1st Bt. (1818—90) landowner? £1,226 
Christian Allhusen (1806-90) chemical manufacturer; Baltic merchant £1,127 
1891 [11] 
William, 7th duke of Devonshire (1808-91) mineral, land and urban property 
owner £1,864 
William Henry Smith (1825-91) newsagent £1,773 
Harry, 4th duke of Cleveland (1803-91) mineral and landowner £1,449 
John Bullough (1837-91) machinery manufacturer £1,228 
David B. Chapman (1799-1891) banker; bill discounter £1112 
Henry A. Brassey (1840-91) railway contractor (not in trade) £1,099 
1892 [13] 
Frank C. Hills (1808-92) chemical manufacturer £1,943 
George, 3rd duke of Sutherland (1828-92) landowner £1,378 
Samuel H. Thompson (1807-92) banker £1,134 
1893 [13] 
Sir Andrew B. Walker, 1st Bt. (1824-93) brewer £2,877 
Edward, 15th earl of Derby (1826-93) mineral and landowner £1,936 
Algernon Peckover (1803-93) banker £1,161 
Sir Archibald Orr-Ewing, 1st Bt. (1818-93) dyer £1,077 
1894 [13] 

Henry Page (1813-94) maltster £1,088 
Sir Gilbert Greenall, 1st Bt. (1806-94) brewer £1,026 
1895 [7] 

Andrew Montagu (1815-95) landowner? £2,005 
George H. Strutt (1826-95) cotton manufacturer; landowner £1,624 
John Peter Robinson (1837-95) retail silk merchant £1,203 
Roger Cunliffe (1824-95) bill discounter; banker £1,185 
1896 [15] 

Sir Charles Booth, 3rd Bt. (1812—96) distiller £1,915 
Sir Julian Goldsmid, 3rd Bt. (1838-96) financier £1,021 
1897 [11] 

James J. Bibby (1813-97) shipowner £1,779 
Arthur P. Heywood-Lonsdale (1835-97) banker £1,430 
1898 [13] 

Sir William Gray, 1st Bt. (1823-98) shipbuilder £1,535 
Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild (1839-98) merchant banker £1,489 


1 Talbot was a director of the Great Western Railway and owned more than £1 m. 
in its shares. 

2Wallace, whose widow gave the Wallace Collection to the nation, was probably 
the illegitimate son of the 4th marquess of Hertford, and inherited much of his 
property. 

3 Montagu, born Fountayne Wilson, inherited an 18th-century legal and placeman 
fortune. 
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Charles H. Mills, 1st Baron Hillington (1830-98) banker £1,479 
Edward Davies (1852-98) colliery proprietor £1,206 
Richard Ratcliff (1830-98) brewer £1,128 
Charles W. Lea (1827—98) condiments manufacturer £1,101 
George F. Muntz (1822-98) metal manufacturer £1,060 
Maurice Beddington (1821-98) wholesale clothier and warehouseman (not in 
trade) £1,031 
Wakefield Christie-Miller (1835-98) landowner! £Lo14 
Frederick W. Isaacson (1831-98) silk retailer; colliery proprietor and iron 
merchant; West India merchant £1,003 
1899 [12]? 
John Gretton (1833-99) brewer £2,884 
William O. Foster (1814-99) ironmaster £2,588 
Henry L. Raphael (1832-99) stockbroker; merchant banker £1,528 
Sir Henry Tate, 1st Bt. (1819-99) sugar refiner and merchant £1,264 
Thomas H. Ismay (1838-99) shipowner £1,235 
John Nixon (1815-99) colliery proprietor; shipowner £4179 
1900 [11] 
William R. Sutton (1836-1900) carrier £2,119 
Samuel G. Smith (1822—1900) banker £1,574 
William G. Armstrong, 1st Baron Armstrong (1810-1900) armaments manu- 
facturer; engineering contractor; shipbuilder £1,401 
Sir William Cunliffe-Brooks, 1st Bt. (1819-1900) banker £1,252 
John, 3rd marquess of Bute (1847-1900) mineral, land and urban property owner 
£1,142 
James Craig (1828—1900) distiller £1,032 
x90 [13] 
Samuel Lewis (1837-1901) money-lender £2,671 
Henry, 3rd Baron Leconfield (1830-1901) landowner £1,861 
Sir Francis Cook, 1st Bt. (1817-1901) warehouseman £1,600 
James Stern (1836-1901) merchant banker £L114 
1902 [16] 
William, 6th Earl Fitzwilliam (1815-1902) mineral and landowner £2,882 
Henry L. B. McCalmont (1861-1902) stockbroker (not in trade)? £25279 
Edwin S. Bowlby (1830-1902) landowner £1,316 
Stephen A. Ralli (1829-1902) foreign merchant £1,069 


Thomas F. C. Vernon-Wentworth (1831-1902) mineralandlandowner 1,050 


1Christie-Miller inherited his fortune largely from a relative, Henry Christy, a 
merchant and banker. See F. Boase, Modern English Biography (6 vols., Truro, 
1892-1921), i, col. 618. 

2Foreign millionaires deceased between 1890 and 1899: Junius S. Morgan 
(1813-90), £1,842, American merchant banker ; Maurice, Baron de Hirsch (1831-90), 
£1,372, German financier; Barnett I. Barnato (1853-97), £2,807, South African 
diamond magnate; and William L. Winans (d. 1897), American railway contractor. 
Previous to 1890, the French merchant banker Baron Nathaniel de Rothschild 
(1812-70) left £1,800,000 in England. 

3McCalmont inherited, after a period of seven years in which it was left to 
collect interest, almost the whole of the fortune of his uncle Hugh McCalmont 
(d. 1887). 
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1903 [11] 
Sir John B. Maple, 1st Bt. (1845-1903) furniture retailer £2,153 
Samuel Palmer (1820-1903) biscuit manufacturer £1,382 
Edward L. Raphael (1831-1903) merchant banker £1,128 
Sir Joseph Sebag-Montefiore (1822-1903) merchant banker £1,024 
1904 [17] 
Edward Brook (1826-1904) sewing thread manufacturer £2,181 
George V. W. Duff Assheton-Smith (1848-1904) land and slate quarry owner 
£1,449 
Spencer Charrington (1818-1904) brewer £1,255 
John P. Thomasson (1841-1904) cotton manufacturer £1,159 
1905 [18] 
Edmund Denison-Beckett, 1st Baron Grimthorpe (1816-1905) barrister; banker 
£2,127 
Francis, 7th Earl Cowper (1834-1905) landowner £1,327 
Wyndham F. Cook (1860-1905) warehouseman! £1,224 
Sir Robert Jardine, 1st Bt. (1825-1905) China merchant £1,114 
Henry, sth earl of Ilchester (1847-1905) landowner £1,009 
1906 [14] 
Sir Charles Tennant, 1st Bt. (1823-1906) chemical manufacturer £3,146 
Thomas V. Smith (1825-1906) brewer and distiller £1,933 
Vyell E. Walker (1838-1906) brewer £1,598 
Johann C. L. Loeffler (1832—1906) engineer; company director £1,505 
George Herring (1835-1906) financier £1,356 
Gilliat Hatfeild (1834-1906) snuff and tobacco manufacturer £1,343 
Edward Steinkopff (1841-1906) newspaper proprietor; mineral water company 
director £1,273 
Ronald, 7th earl of Leven and Melville (1835-1906) banker; landowner £1,222 
George C. Raphael (1837-1906) merchant banker £1,108 
William Sturdy (1832-1906) stockbroker £1,024 
I I 
Wentworth W. Beaumont, 1st Baron Allendale (1829-1907) mineral and land- 
owner £3,189 
Stewart Clark (1830-1907) sewing thread manufacturer £1,947 
William Whiteley (1832-1907) department store proprietor £1,456 
Thomas F. Blackwell (1838-1907) condiments manufacturer £1,028 
1908 [13] 
John S. Schillizzi (1840-1908) foreign merchant £2,089 
Henry L. Bischoffescheim (1829~1908) financier £1,622 
Spencer, 8th duke of Devonshire (1833-1908) mineral and landowner £1,165 
Frederick, 16th earl of Derby (1841-1908) mineral and landowner £LI01 
James M. Wood (1841-1908) shipowner £1,042 
Michael A. Bass, rst Baron Burton (1837-1908) brewer £1,000 
William T. Lithgow (1854-1908) shipbuilder £1,000 


1Son of Sir Francis Cook (d. 1901). 
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1909 [12]! 
Charles Morrison (1817-1909) financier; warehouseman? £10,939 
Sir Frederick Wills, rst Bt. (1838-1909) tobacco manufacturer £3,051 
Sir Donald Currie (1825-1909) shipowner £2,433 
Dr. Ludwig Mond (1839-1909) chemical manufacturer £1,422 
George Salting (1836-1909) rentier? £1,357 

1910 [12] 
Sir Edward P. Wills, 1st Bt. (1834-1910) tobacco manufacturer £2,635 
Baron Sir John H. W. Schroder, rst Bt. (1825-1910) merchant banker £2,131 
Sir Walter Scott, rst Bt. (1826-1910) railway contractor £1,399 
Sir William Agnew, 1st Bt. (1825-1910) art dealer; publisher of Punch £1,339 
Charles Butler (1821-1910) insurance broker £1,202 
Henry Silver (1828-1910)4 £1,196 
John, 5th Earl Spencer (1835-1910) landowner £1,140 
John Foster (1833-1910) worsted manufacturer £1,052 


Sir Alfred Hickman, 1st Bt. (1830-1910) ironmaster; colliery proprietor £1,000 


rgx1 [15] 

Henry O. Wills (1828-1911) tobacco manufacturer £5,215 
William H. Wills, rst Baron Winterstoke (1830-1911) tobacco manufacturer 

£2,548 
Walter Savill (1837—1911) shipowner; insurance broker £1,626 
Anton Dunkels (1846-1911) diamond merchant £1,589 
Charles J. Sofer-Whitburn (1835-1911) banker; bill discounter £1,477 
Sir William C. Quilter, rst Bt. (1841-1911) stockbroker £1,179 
Samuel Montagu, 1st Baron Swaythling (1832-1911) merchant banker £1,146 
James Kitson, 1st Baron Airedale (1835-1911) locomotive builder £1,126 
Sir John Aird, 1st Bt. (1833-1911) engineering contractor £1,058 


1Foreign millionaires deceased 1900-9: Baron A. C. de Rothschild (d. 1900), 
£2,260, French merchant banker; Horaz von Landau (d. 1904), £1,485, banker of 
Florence and Paris; Alfred Beit (1853-1906), £8,049, South African gold and dia- 
mond magnate; George T. Fulford (1853-1906), £1,300, Canadian patent medicine 
manufacturer; and Samuel Hordern (d. 1909), Australian general wholesale 
merchant. 

Women millionaires deceased 1900-9: Mrs. Alexandra Ralli (d. 1903), £1,012, 
widow, merchant banker; Mrs. Ada Lewis-Hill (d. 1906), £1,168, widow, Samuel 
Lewis (d. 1901); Mrs. Enriquetta Rylands (d. 1908), £3,602, widow, John Rylands 
(d. 1888); and Miss Ellen Morrison (d. 1909), £2,351, daughter, James Morrison 
(d. 1857). 

2Son of James Morrison (d. 1857). This was the first personal fortune in British 
history over £10 m. Charles Morrison was probably the wealthiest Englishman of 
the late 19th century, with the exception of the duke of Westminster, who was 
reputed to be worth £14 m. in 1894. The 1st duke (d. 1899) left a personal fortune 
of £974,000. 

3 Salting was the son of a Danish immigrant to Australia who made a fortune in 
sheep, sugar and gold. He had no connections with trade, and is best remembered 
as one of the greatest art collectors of his day. 

4I have been unable to discover the source of Silver’s wealth. He attended 
Charterhouse and was a frequent contributor to Punch. The size of his fortune 
surprised his friends and it was probably greatly enhanced by astute investments. 
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1912 [19] 
James Coats (1841-1912) sewing thread manufacturer £1,923 
Christopher Furness, 1st Baron Furness (1852—1912) shipowner; ironmaster 
£1,844 
Sydney J. Stern, 1st Baron Wandsworth (1845-1912) merchant banker £1,556 
Archibald Coats (1840-1912) sewing thread manufacturer £1,356 
Sir William Dunn, 1st Bt. (1833-1912) retail merchant in South Africa; banker 
£1,123 
William D. Cruddas (1831-1912) shipbuilder £1,041 
William, rst duke of Fife (1849-1912) mineral and landowner! £1,000 
William G. Vivian (1827-1912) colliery proprietor; copper smelter £1,000 
1913 [15] 
Peter Coats (1842-1913) sewing thread manufacturer £2,562 
Sir James Coats, 1st Bt. (1834-1913) sewing thread manufacturer £2,548 
William Weir (1826-1913) ironmaster; colliery proprietor £2,220 
William McEwan (1827-1913) brewer £1,501 
Joseph S. Fry (1826-1913) sweets manufacturer £1,333 
Cromartie, 4th duke of Sutherland (1851-1913) landowner £1,221 
George J. Fenwick (1821-1913) banker £1,100 
1914 [13] 


Louis E. Raphael (1853-1914) merchant banker; urban property owner £1,160 
William, 6th duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry (1831-1914) landowner £1,159 


1915 [30] 
Nathan M. de Rothschild, 1st Baron Rothschild (1840-1915) merchant banker 
£2,500 
James C. Eno (1828-1915) patent medicine manufacturer £1,612 
Alexander C. Thistlethwaite (1854-1915) landowner £1,490 
Arthur Keen (1835-1915) ironmaster £1,000 
1916 [9] 
Hubert, 2nd marquess of Clanricarde (1832-1916) landowner £2,500 
Sir Charles Cayzer, 1st Bt. (1843-1916) shipbuilder £2,204 
Thomas F. Harrison (1852-1916) shipowner £1,438 
John, 2nd Baron Llangattock (1870-1916) London property owner; landowner 
£1,110 
Sir Joseph Beecham, 1st Bt. (1848-1916) patent medicine manufacturer £1,000 
1917 [20] 
Sir Charles Holcroft, 1st Bt. (1843-1917) colliery proprietor £1,697 
Leopold de Rothschild (1845-1917) merchant banker £1,500 
Sir Thomas B. Royden, 1st Bt. (1831—1917) shipowner £1,274 
Philip H. Vaughan (1829-1917) brewer £1,259 
Seth Taylor (1827-1917) miller £1,158 
Samuel Cunliffe-Lister, 2nd Baron Masham (1857-1917) silk plush manufac- 
turer; landowner £1,016 
Francis Reckitt (1827-1917) starch manufacturer £1,007 


1 Fife was married to Princess Louise, the daughter of Queen Victoria, and is the 
only member of the royal family on this list. 


BRITISH MILLIONAIRES, 1809-1949 215 


1918 [14] 
George Coats, rst Baron Glentanar (1849-1918) sewing thread manufacturer 
£45324 
Alfred C. de Rothschild (1842-1918) merchant banker £2,494 
Asher Wertheimer (1844-1918) art dealer £1,542 
William B. Crigoe-Colmore (1860-1918) urban property owner £1,367 
Albert O. Worthington (1844-1918) brewer £1,362 
David A. Thomas, rst Baron Rhondda (1856-1918) colliery proprietor £1,169 
Duncan Mackinnon (1844-1918) shipowner £1,137 
Henry, 7th duke of Northumberland (1846-1918) mineral and landowner {1,108 
Sir Ernest F. Schiff (1840-1918) stockbroker; merchant banker £1,056 
Thomas H. Hutchison (1861-1918) shipowner £1,024 
Sir Richard V. Sutton, gth Bt. (1891-1918) urban property and landowner £1,000 

1919 [17]! 
James C. Burns, 3rd Baron Inverclyde (1864-1919) shipowner £2,018 
Herbert Stern, 1st Baron Michelham (1851-1919) merchant banker £2,000 
Rowland, 2nd Baron St. Oswald (1857-1919) landowner £1,782 


Sir Walpole L. Greenwell, rst Bt. (1847-1919) stockbroker; landowner £1,400 
George Barbour (1841-1919) cotton exporter (not in trade); landowner £1,311 
Charles W. Mills, 2nd Baron Hillingdon (1855-1919) banker; landowner £1,000 


1920 [21] 
George Courtauld (1830-1920) silk manufacturer £2,147 
Howard Morley (1846-1920) hosiery manufacturer £1555 
Sir Joshua K. Waddilove (1841-1920) credit agency proprietor £1,250 
Sir Frederick L. Cook, 2nd Bt. (1844-1920) warehouseman £1,083 
Charles Combe (1836-1920) brewer £1,067 
1921 [15] 
Sir Ernest Cassel (1852-1921) merchant banker £7,333 
Walter Morrison (1836-1921) warehouseman; merchant banker £2,000 
. Henry G. Tetley (1852-1921) silk and rayon manufacturer £1,918 
Adelbert, 3rd Earl Brownlow (1844-1921) landowner £1,644 
Henry Radcliffe (1857-1921) shipowner £1,250 
William J. Chrystal (1855-1921) chemical manufacturer £1,139 
James S. Park (1854-1921) shipowner ; insurance broker £1,081 
Sir William H. Tate, 2nd Bt. (1842-1921) sugar refiner and merchant £1,073 
1922 [16] 
Alfred Harmsworth, 1st Viscount Northcliffe (1865-1922) newspaper proprietor 


£5,249 


1Foreign millionaires deceased 1900-19: Sir Julius Wernher (1850-1912), 
£10,044, South African gold and diamond magnate; Don Jose Garvey y Caperdon 
(d. 1912), £1,403, Spanish wine merchant; Anthony M. Brady (d. 1913), £1,333, 
American mineral owner; Donald Smith, 1st Baron Strathcona and Mt. Royal 
(1820-1914), £4,700, Canadian railway owner; J. P. Morgan (1837-1914), £1,218, 
American merchant banker and financier; Sir Sigmund Neumann (1857-1916), 
£2,228, South African financier. 

Women millionaires deceased 1910-19: Miss Emily M. Eaton (d. 1914), £1,101; 
and Miss Emily Talbot (d. 1918), daughter, C.R.M. Talbot (d. 1890). 
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Henry H. Wills (1856-1922) tobacco manufacturer £2,750 
Sir Thomas I. Birkin, rst Bt. (1831-1922) lace manufacturer £25145 
Sir Thomas G. Glen-Coats, 1st Bt. (1846-1922) sewing thread manufacturer 
£1,651 
Joseph Constantine (1855-1922) shipowner £1,563 
Charles T. Milburn (1860-1922) shipowner £1,541 
Sir Alexander H. Brown, 1st Bt. (1844-1922) merchant banker £1,408 
Daniel Coats (1844-1922) sewing thread manufacturer £1,215 
Charles, 6th Earl Spencer (1857-1922) landowner £1,206 
Alexander Miller (1837-1922) West Africa merchant £1,200 
Louis S. Cohen (1846-1922) retail chain store proprietor £1,193 
Sir Prince Smith, 1st Bt. (1840-1922) worsted machinery manufacturer £1,175 
Sir William P. Hartley (1846-1922) jam manufacturer £1,100 
George Cadbury (1839-1922) sweets manufacturer £1,071 
Joseph Watson, 1st Baron Manton (1873-1922) soap manufacturer £1,000 

1923 [18] 
Hon. Nathaniel C. de Rothschild (1877—1923) merchant banker £3,460 
Wentworth, rst Viscount Allendale (1860-1923) mineral and landowner £3,269 
Maurice Marcus (1844-1923) financier £3,146 
Frank Bibby (1857-1923) shipowner! £1,229 
Charles Beasley (1842-1923) brewer £1,203 
George, 8th earl of Jersey (1873-1923) landowner £1,170 
Francis, 5th Baron Latymer (1852-1923) banker; landowner £1,039 
Sir Charles C. Jackson (1849-1923) building contractor (not in trade); barrister 
£1,023 

1924 [18] 
Joseph T. Mills (1836-1924) landowner; silk manufacturer and merchant (not in 
trade) £4,382 
Sir (Emil) Robert Ropner, 1st Bt. (1838-1924) shipowner and shipbuilder £3,616 
John Reddihaugh (1841-1924) woollen merchant £1,653 
John Cunliffe-Lister, 3rd Baron Masham (1867~1924) landowner; silk plush 
manufacturer £1,558 
Sir John S. Clark, rst Bt. (1864~1924) sewing thread manufacturer £1,523 
Sydney Larnach (1855-1924) banker £1,317 
William H. Foster (1846-1924) ironmaster £1,250 
Robert M. Knowles (1843-1924) colliery proprietor £1,085 
Sir William Cain, 1st Bt. (1864-1924) distiller and brewer £1,080 
William D. Winterbottom (1858-1924) book cloth manufacturer £1,064 

1925 [22] 
Sir Edward Hulton, 1st Bt. (1869-1925) newspaper proprietor £2,795 
Sir Everard A. Hambro (1842-1925) merchant banker £2,324 
William H. Lever, 1st Viscount Leverhulme (1851-1925) soap and household 
products manufacturer £1,625 
Warley Pickering (1868-1925) shipowner £1,495 
Joshua H. Wheatley (1854-1925) woollen manufacturer; colliery owner £1,379 
Alfred Shuttleworth (1843-1925) agricultural engineer £1,044 


1Son of James J. Bibby (d. 1897) and father of Frank B. F. Bibby (d. 1929). 
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1926 [16] 
William A. Coats (1853-1926) sewing thread manufacturer £3,993 
Windham, 4th earl of Dunraven and Mt. Earl (1841-1926) landowner £1,975 
John, 3rd earl of Eldon (1845-1926) landowner; legal fortune £1,390 
1927 [24] 
Edward A. Guinness, 1st earl of Iveagh (1847—1927) brewer £13,486 
Marcus Samuel, 1st Viscount Bearsted (1853-1927) petroleum company director; 
merchant banker £4,000 
Weetman D. Pearson, 1st Viscount Cowdray (1856-1927) engineering contractor 
£4,000 
Sir Robert W. Jardine, 2nd Bt. (1868-1927) China merchant £1,547 
William F. Tibbitts (1842-1927) urban property owner £1,524 
James Deuchar (1851—1927) brewer £1,332 
Henry, 5th marquess of Lansdowne (1845-1927) landowner £1,278 
Edward, 3rd Baron Penrhyn (1864~1927) mineral and landowner £1,112 


Adelbert, 5th Baron Brownlow (1867-1927) landowner; insurance broker £1,074 
Sir Alfred S. Haslam (1844-1927) refrigeration equipment manufacturer £1,064 


1928 [23] 

Sir George A. Wills, rst Bt. (1854-1928) tobacco manufacturer £10,000 
Frederick N. H. Wills (1888-1928) tobacco manufacturer £4,972 
William F. D. Smith, 2nd Viscount Hambleden (1868-1928) newsagent £3,514 
James W. Oxley (1834-1928) banker £2,686 
Davison Dalziel, 1st Baron Dalziel of Wooler (1854-1928) pullman car manu- 

facturer; newspaper proprietor £2,274 
Vernon J. Watney (1860-1928) brewer £2,059 
Alfred Farquhar (1852-1928) banker £1,669 
Rex D. Cohen (1876-1928) retail chain store proprietor! £1,625 
John, 3rd earl of Durham (1855-1928) mineral and landowner £1,559 
Edwin Pope (1845-1928) brewer £1,532 
(Hugh) Frederick Gretton (1869-1928) brewer £1,465 
John Nairn (1853-1928) linoleum manufacturer £1412 
Henry, 7th duke of Newcastle (1864—1928) urban property owner £1,407 
Stephen Cliff (1852-1928) steel manufacturer £1,328 
William H. Coats (1866-1928) sewing thread manufacturer £1,295 
Sir Edward Holt, rst Bt. (1849-1928) brewer £1,290 
Robert Barbour (1876-1928) landowner; cotton exporter (notin trade)? £1,163 
John Sainsbury (1844-1928) grocery chain proprietor £LL159 
Henry S. Berry, rst Baron Buckland (1877-1928) steel manufacturer; colliery 

proprietor £1,116 
George H. Strutt (1854-1928) cotton manufacturer £1,004 

1929 [30]? 

Bernhard Baron (1850-1929) tobacco manufacturer £4,495 
James A. Dewar, 1st Baron Forteviot (1856-1929) distiller £4,405 


1So0n of Louis S. Cohen (d. 1922) and brother of Harold L. Cohen (d. 1936) and 
Stanley S. G. Cohen (d. 1944). 

2Son of George Barbour (d. 1919). 

3Foreign millionaires deceased 1920-9: George Stephen, 1st Baron Mt. Stephen 
(1829-1921), £1,414, Canadian railway owner; Alcibiades Vagliano (d. 1924), 
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John Baring, 2nd Baron Revelstoke (1863-1929) merchant banker £2,559 
Evan Evans-Bevan (1853-1929) brewer; colliery proprietor £2,109 
Archibald, 5th earl of Rosebery (1847-1929) landowner; former prime minister 
£1745 
Gerald H. Craig-Sellar (1871-1929) brewer and distiller (not in trade); landowner 
£1,724 
Samuel H. Morley, 1st Baron Hollenden (1845-1929) hosiery manufacturer; 
banker £3,541 
Sir Hildebrand A. Harmsworth, rst Bt. (1872-1929) newspaper proprietor 
£1,385 
James H. Fyfe-Jamieson (1866-1929) colliery proprietor £1,332 
Frank B. F. Bibby (1893-1929) shipowner £1,219 
Frederick, 4th earl of Durham (1855-1929) mineral and landowner £1,207 
James F. Mason (1861—1929) copper smelter and sulphur miner £1,108 
William B. Brocklehurst (1851-1929) silk manufacturer £1,068 
1930 [30] 
James Williamson, 1st Baron Ashton (1842-1930) linoleum manufacturer 
£10,502 
Thomas R. Dewar, 1st Baron Dewar (1864—1930) distiller! £5,016 
Andrew Coats (1862-1930) sewing thread manufacturer £2,798 
Alan, 8th duke of Northumberland (1880-1930) mineral and landowner £2,510 
Sir William G. Watson, 2nd Bt. (1861-1930) dairy proprietor £2,020 
Edward A. Brotherton, 1st Baron Brotherton (1856-1930) chemical manufacturer 
£1,780 
Osbert, 6th earl of Sefton (1871-1930) mineral, land and urban property owner 
£1,758 
Francis C. LeMarchant (1844-1930) insurance broker; merchant banker £1,329 
Sir John R. Findlay, 1st Bt. (1866-1930) newspaper proprietor £1,083 
Ellis Carr (1852-1930) biscuit manufacturer £1,051 
Alfred Mond, 1st Baron Melchett (1868-1930) chemical manufacturer £1,044 
1931 [18] 
Sir Lucius E. Ralli, rst Bt. (1846-1931) merchant banker £2,172 
Hugh Morrison (1868-1931) insurance broker £1,805 
Thomas L. Boyd (1850-1931) meat importer £1,524 
Montague S. Napier (1871-1931) automobile and aircraft engine manufacturer 
£1,268 
Sir Charles A. Parsons, O. M. (1854-1931) turbine engine manufacturer; optical 
works proprietor £1,214 
Sir Joseph Hood, 1st Bt. (1863-1931) tobacco manufacturer £1,201 
John H. Keene (1864-1931) insurance broker £1,112 


£1,701, Greek merchant; Brenton H. Collins (d. 1924), £1,980, Canadian property 
magnate. 

Women millionaires deceased 1920-9: Miss Alice de Rothschild (d. 1922), 
£3,062; Mrs. Millicent Salting (d. 1924), £1,869, sister-in-law, George Salting 
(d. 1909); Mrs. M. Hamilton-Fellowes (d. 1928), £1,900, tobacco heiress (née 
Wills); Mrs. Edith Douglas-Hamilton (d. 1928), £1,756, tobacco heiress; Mrs. 
Emma Marryat (d. 1928), £1,200. 

1 Brother of Lord Forteviot (d. 1929). 
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Sir George V. P. Wills, 2nd Bt. (1887-1931) tobacco manufacturer £1,100 
Frank H. Cook (1862-1931) travel agent £1,055 
1933 [18] 

Sir John R. Ellerman, 1st Bt. (1862-1933) financier; shipowner; urban property 

owner £36,685! 
Henry T. Mills (1861-1933) silk manufacturer (not in trade); landowner? 

£3,143 

Robert Fleming (1845-1933) merchant banker £2,175 

Gerald, 6th earl of Cadogan (1869-1933) landowner £2,000 

Thomas M. Sutton (1847-1933) pawnbroker and jeweller £1,264 

Frederick G. Salvesen (1870-1933) shipowner £1,257 

David G. Dunn (1907-33) tobacco manufacturer (not in trade)? £1,224 

1934 [19] 
Charles H. Garton (1860-1934) brewery sugar manufacturer £2,946 
Sir Richard C. Garton (1857-1934) brewery sugar manufacturer+ £2,641 


Courtenay, 1st Viscount Tredegar (1867-1934) mineral and landowner £2,370 
George A. Riddell, rst Baron Riddell (1865-1934) newspaper proprietor £2,208 
Hudson E. Kearley, rst Viscount Devonport (1856-1934) grocery chain proprietor 


£1,898 
Samuel Samuel (1855~1934) merchant banker; petroleum company director 
£1,517 
John A. Berners (1870-1934) landowner £1,180 


Alexander Henderson, 1st Baron Faringdon (1850-1934) stockbroker £1,117 
Washington M. G. Singer (1866-1934) sewing machine manufacturer (not in 


trade)5 £1,096 
Sir Heath Harrison, 1st Bt. (1857-1934) shipowner £1,023 
Arthur G. Soames (1854-1934) landowner; maltster £1,021 
George H. Winterbottom (1861—1934) book cloth manufacturer® £1,012 

1935 [16] 

James Buchanan, 1st Baron Woolavington (1849-1935) distiller £7,150 
Arthur S. Wills (1863-1935) tobacco manufacturer £3,500 
John H. Scribbans (1877-1935) cake manufacturer £2,603 
William, oth earl of Dysart (1859-1935) mineral and landowner £2,375 
James H. Benyon (1849-1935) urban property and landowner £1,587 
Peter Ralli (1868-1935) merchant banker £1,333 
Geoffrey R. Colman (1891-1935) mustard manufacturer £1,299 
John A. Crabtree (1886-1935) electrical switchgear manufacturer £1,234 
Sir George S. Clark, rst Bt. (1861-1935) shipbuilder £1,220 
John, 7th duke of Buccleuch (1864—1935) landowner £1,126 


1 This was the largest single estate ever proved in Britain. £9 m. of this estate was 
in cash at the bank: it would be interesting to know the rate of return Ellerman was 
receiving on the rest, or what his estate would have been worth had he died in 1928. 
Ellerman was the son of a corn merchant in Hull who left £600. 

2Son of Joseph T. Mills (d. 1924). 

3Dunn was drowned in a boating accident at the age of 26. His mother was a 
relative of John Smith (d. 1938), tobacco millionaire. 

4Brother of Charles H. Garton (d. 1934). 

5Son of Isaac M. Singer, the American developer of the sewing machine. 

6Brother of William D. Winterbottom (d. 1924). 
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1936 [27] 
Sir Henry Wellcome (1854-1936) manufacturing chemist £3,014 
Henry, 6th marquess of Lansdowne (1872—1936) landowner £1,684 
James Joicey, 1st Baron Joicey (1846-1936) colliery proprietor £1,520 
Harold L. Cohen (1873-1936) retail chain store proprietor £3,285 
Charles E. Charrington (1859-1936) brewer £1,195 
1937 [21] 
Walter Runciman, 1st Baron Runciman (1847-1937) shipowner £2,896 
Frederick Scrutton (1860-1937) stevedore company proprietor; shipowner £1,947 
Charles W. Harrison (1855-1937) shipowner £1644 
William E. Harrison (1875-1937) colliery proprietor £1,392 
Charles H. Palmer (1860-1937) biscuit manufacturer £1,353 
George E. Henderson (1844-1937) urban utilities owner £1,327 
Sir Albert Levy (1864-1937) tobacco manufacturer £1,130 
Hubert L. Butler (1858-1937) insurance broker (not in trade) £1,056 
Sir Alexander Grant, 1st Bt. (1864-1937) biscuit manufacturer £1,040 
Sir (William) Gervase Beckett, 1st Bt. (1866-1937) banker £1,027 
Sir George J. Fowler (1858-1937) insurance broker; solicitor £1,022 
1938 [27] 
Edward, Lord Stanley (1894-1938) heir, Lord Derby £2,210 
John Smith (1868-1938) tobacco manufacturer £1,439 
Gilbert Greenall, 1st Baron Daresbury (1867-1938) brewer; landowner £1,436 
William H. Wharton (1859-1938) urban utilities owner; landowner £1,198 
Frank Reddihaugh (1871-1938) woollen merchant! £1,177 
William M. Molyneux-Cohan (1879—1938) shipowner £1,055 
1939 [21]? 
Sir Philip A. Sassoon, 3rd Bt. (1888-1939) foreign merchant £1,977 
Sir Ernest W. Tate, 3rd Bt. (1867—1939) sugar refiner and merchant £1,470 
Thomas R. Davey (1871-1939) tobacco manufacturer £1,288 
David W. T. Cargill (1872-1939) petroleum company director £1,285 
Sir Howell J. Williams (1859-1939) building contractor £1,269 
Sir Bernard E. Greenwell, 2nd Bt. (1874-1939) stockbroker £1,251 
Cuthbert E. Heath (1859-1939) insurance broker £1,052 
1940 [13] 
Herbrand A. Russell, 11th duke of Bedford (1858-1940) urban property and 
landowner 4,651 
Marmaduke Furness, 1st Viscount Furness (1883-1940) shipbuilder; colliery 
proprietor; ironmaster £3,654 
Sir George A. Cooper, 1st Bt. (1856-1940) foreign property owner3 £2,931 


1Son of John Reddihaugh (d. 1924). 

2Foreign millionaires deceased 1930-9: Sir Frederick Eckstein (d. 1930), £1,381, 
and Sir Otto Beit (d. 1930), £3,784, both South African gold and diamond magnates, 

Women millionaires deceased 1930-9: Mrs. Helen Hornby-Lewis (d. 1930), 
£1,648, daughter, J. R. Stewart, Scottish ironmaster; Lady Emma de Rothschild 
(d. 1935), £1,151; Dame Fanny Houston (d. 1936), £1,528, shipowner’s widow; 
Mrs. Mary M. Wharrie (d. 1936), £1,486; Miss Annie L. Watson (d. 1936), £1,006, 
a director of Sutton & Co., carriers. 

3 Inherited from George ‘Chicago’ Smith (d. 1900). 
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Sir William J. Courtauld, 1st Bt. (1870-1940) silk and rayon manufacturer £1,860 
Henry, oth duke of Northumberland (1912-40) mineral and landowner = £1,801 


Conrad P. Fry (1865-1940) sweets manufacturer £1,254 
Archibald I. Crawford (1870-1940) biscuit manufacturer £1,016 
1941 [13] 

Walter M. Wills (1861—1941) tobacco manufacturer £4,433 
Sir John Priestman, 1st Bt. (1855-1941) shipbuilder £1,505 
Sir Walter Cockerline (1856-1941) shipowner £1,497 
Gilliat E. Hatfeild (1864-1941) snuff and tobacco manufacturer! £1,237 
1942 [17] 

William J. Tatem, 1st Baron Glaneley (1868-1942) shipowner £2,068 
Sir Jeremiah Colman, 1st Bt. (1859-1942) mustard manufacturer £1,832 
Sir Charles Hyde, 1st Bt. (1876-1942) newspaper proprietor £1,667 
Joseph Cowen (1858-1942) newspaper proprietor £1,490 
Sir Kenneth S. Anderson, ist Bt. (1866-1942) shipowner £1,467 
John A. Fielden (1859-1942) cotton manufacturer £1,407 
Stanley Bourne (1876-1942) rayon manufacturer (Courtaulds) £1,025 
1943 [16] 

Michael D. Wills (1915-43) tobacco manufacturer £1,580 
William, 7th Earl FitzWilliam (1872-1943) mineral and landowner £1,320 
Ivor, 2nd earl of Plymouth (1889-1943) landowner £1,204 
Charles Wheatley (1888-1943) woollen manufacturer (not in trade)? £1,026 
1944 [21] 

Philip E. Hill (1872-1944) investment banker £3,008 
Dr. Henry Dreyfus (1882-1944) celanese manufacturer £2,499 
Ernest J. Manners (1877-1944) brewer £2,160 
William E. Guinness, 1st Baron Moyne (1880-1944) brewer £2,000 
Lawrence Hignett (1866-1944) tobacco manufacturer £1,884 
Alfred Mildmay (1871-1944) merchant banker; landowner £1,551 
William D. Menzies (1851-1944) distiller £1,447 
Peter Yates (1854-1944) wine merchant £1,248 
John, 4th earl of Ellesmere (1872-1944) landowner £1,243 
Stanley S. G. Cohen (1880-1944) retail chain store proprietor £1,207 
James H. G. Feilden (1876-1944) urban property and landowner £1,170 
Arthur T. Loyd (1882-1944) banker (not in trade)? £1,157 
Charles, 7th marquess of Lansdowne (1917-44) landowner £1,023 
Sir Julien Cahn, 1st Bt. (1882-1944) furniture retailer £1,015 
1945 [29] 

Charles H. Hubbard (1886-1945) retail chain store proprietor (Woolworths) 

£1,838 
John, 5th Baron Lilford (1863-1945) landowner £ aaa 
Sir Connop Guthrie, 1st Bt. (1882-1945) shipowner £1,187 
Douglas Crossman (1879-1945) brewer £1,170 


1Son of Gilliat Hatfeild (d. 1906). 

2Son of Joshua H. Wheatley (d. 1925). 

3 Nephew of Lady Wantage (d. 1920), who left £768,000: she was the daughter of 
Lord Overstone (d. 1883). 
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Jeremiah Inns (1878-1945) gravel merchant £1,081 
Roderick J. Fry (1864-1945) sweets manufacturer £1,061 
1946 [22] 

William J. Yapp (1861-1946) tobacco manufacturer £4,501 
Sir Archibald M. Lyle, and Bt. (1884~1946) shipowner £1,678 
Frank Parkinson (1887—1946) engineering parts manufacturer £1,487 
Thomas, 8th Baron Howard de Walden (1880-1946) urban property and land- 

owner £1,248 
Ernest L. Payton (1877-1946) automobile manufacturer £1,103 
Frank Wallis (1866-1946) mohair and alpaca manufacturer £1,096 
Gaspard O. Farrer (1861-1946) merchant banker £1,072 
Russell J. Colman (1861-1946) mustard manufacturer £1,015 
Charles H. St. J. Hornby (1867-1946) newsagent (W. H. Smith) £1,006 

1947 [24] 

John Gretton, 1st Baron Gretton (1867-1947) brewer £2,303 


Godfrey W. Phillimore, 2nd Baron Phillimore (1879-1947) legal fortune £2,063 
Sir Hugo Cunliffe-Owen, 1st Bt. (1870-1947) tobacco manufacturer £1,354 


Herman L. Marx (1881-1947) merchant banker £1,262 
Henry S. Mountain (1865-1947) insurance broker £1,123 
Sir William A. Churchman, rst Bt. (1863-1947) tobacco manufacturer £1,103 
Sir Robert M. Grant, 2nd Bt. (1894-1947) biscuit manufacturer £1,033 
Samuel Courtauld (1876-1947) rayon manufacturer £1,030 
1948 [22] 
Gerald, 7th Viscount Portman (1875-1948) urban property owner £4,493 
Edward, 17th earl of Derby (1865-1948) mineral and landowner £3,218 
William H. Smith, 3rd Viscount Hambleden (1903-48) newsagent £3,088 
Henry Lithgow (1886-1948) shipbuilder £1,960 
Henry Oxley (1869-1948) banker £1,573 
Samuel E. Palmer, 1st Baron Palmer (1858-1948) biscuit manufacturer £1,015 
1949 [15]! 

Hon. (Arthur) Ernest Guinness (1876-1949) brewer £3,322 
William H. Lever, 2nd Viscount Leverhulme (1888-1949) soap and household 
products manufacturer £2,372 
Wyndham R. Portal, rst Viscount Portal (1885-1949) paper manufacturer; 
insurance broker £2,122 
Evan, 2nd Viscount Tredegar (1893-1949) mineral and landowner £1,719 
William W. Worthington (1871-1949) brewer £1,529 
Arthur Churchman, 1st Baron Woodbridge (1867-1949) tobacco manufacturer 
£1,361 


1Foreign millionaires deceased 1940-9: J. Barnato Joel (d. 1940), £3,634, South 
African diamond magnate; and Sir Henry Strakosch (d. 1943), £2,455, South African 
financier. 

Women millionaires deceased 1940-9: Mrs. Ella R. Wills (d. 1941), £1,688, 
tobacco heiress; Hon. Margaret Greville (d. 1942), £1,623; Alice, Baroness Ludlow 
(d. 1945), £2,829, widow, Sir Julius Wernher (d. 1912); Hon. Mrs. Esmé Smyth 
(d. 1946), £1,216; Miss Jane Cowen (d. 1948), £1,991; Mrs. Lavinia C. Keene 
(d. 1949), £1,348; Eleanor, Countess Peel (d. 1949), £4,275, daughter, Lord Ashton 
(d. 1930); Mrs. Kathleen Rees-Mogg (d. 1949), £1,787, tobacco heiress. 
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James Frazer (1864-1949) shipowner and ships’ stores merchant; urban property 


owner £1,131 
Stephen, 6th Baron Lilford (1869-1949) landowner £1,101 
James H. Jacobs (1867-1949) shipowner £1,081 
Walter Runciman, 1st Viscount Runciman of Doxford (1870-1949) shipowner! 
1,038 
Charles, 7th marquess of Londonderry (1879-1949) mineral and landowner 
£1,022 
B. Disputed Instances, 1900-49 
Secondary 
Name, dates, occupation sources Calendar 
(a) Scotsmen 
John Burns, 1st Baron Inverclyde (1829-1902) ship- 
owner £1,038 £887 
James Dick (1832-1902) shoe manufacturer and retailer £1,100 £888 
William Hozier, rst Baron Newlands (1825-1906) land- 
owner £1,304 £932 
William, sth earl of Mansfield (1860-1906) landowner £1,021 £132 
Alexander Fleming (1824-1909) ironmaster £1,300 £768 
Sir James K. Caird, 1st Bt. (1837—1916) jute manufac- 
turer £1,500 £751 
Sir Michael B. Nairn, 1st Bt. (1838-1915) linoleum 
manufacturer £1,100 £882 
James L. Mackay, 1st earl of Inchcape (1852-1932) 
shipowner; banker in India £2,125 £552 
Robert J. Paterson (1878-1942) China merchant £1,100 £859 
(b) Foreigners 
George ‘Chicago’ Smith (d.1900) American property 
owner £5,000 unlisted 
Harry I. Barnato (1850-1908) South African diamond 
magnate £2,500 unlisted 
Charles W. Post (1855-1915) American cereal manu- 
facturer £4,300 £13 
Sir Ratan Tata (1871-1918) Indian steel manufacturer £1,200 £192 
Sir Samuel McCaughey (1835-1919) Australian land- 
owner £1,700 unlisted 
Oscar Lewisohn (d.1919) American financier £1,000 £6 
Henry Heinz (d.1921) American sauce manufacturer £1,100 £1 (sic)? 
Sir S.B. Broacha (d.1922) Indian stockbroker £1,500 unlisted 
Lady Strathcona (d.1926) widow, Lord Strathcona £5,500 unlisted 
Sir Joseph Robinson (d.1929) South African financier £2,700 £135 


J. S. Barnato (d.1931) South African diamond magnate {£1,200 unlisted 
Constantine J. Choremi (d.1935) Egyptian merchant £1,000 £320 only? 
Henry B. Howard-Smith (d.1937) Australian shipowner £1,000 unlisted 
Count of Pollenzo (d.1949) Italian landowner £1,500 unlisted 

1 Son of Lord Runciman (d. 1937). He was the Liberal statesman. 

?I.e. £1 only, not £1,000. 

3Not £320,000. 


